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1.0 Introduction 
 

The Baralaba North Continued Operations Project (BNCOP) is an expansion of the existing open-cut 

operations at the Baralaba Coal Mine. The BNCOP area is located wholly within mining lease (ML) 

80201 and covers approximately 2,498 hectares (ha) with a projected disturbance footprint of 

approximately 1,912ha (Figure 1). 

 

BNCOP, as part of the greater Baralaba Coal Mine operation, is approved to extract 4.1 million 

tonnes per annum (Mtpa) of ROM Coal and produce up to 3.5Mtpa of low volatile pulverised coal 

injection (PCI) and thermal coal products for export. 

 

Baralaba Coal Mine is located approximately 150km south-west of Rockhampton, 7km north-west of 

Baralaba and 45km north of Moura, in the lower (south-east) Bowen Basin region of Central 

Queensland and is within the Central Highlands Regional Council local government area (LGA). 

 

On 22 December 2014, Cockatoo Coal Limited (ABN: 13 112 682 158) received Approval Notice EPBC 

2013/7086 (the approval), under section 130 (1) and 133 of the Commonwealth Environmental 

Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act), to construct and operate an open cut 

mine extension, 150km west of Rockhampton, Queensland. In 2015, Cockatoo Coal Limited entered 

voluntary administration. As a result, works associated with the BNCOP area and Baralaba Coal Mine 

ceased until it was purchased by Baralaba Coal Pty Ltd and Wonbindi Coal Pty Ltd (approval holder) 

in 2018. 

 

The approval holder and Baralaba Coal Pty Ltd are wholly owned subsidiaries of Baralaba Coal 

Company Pty Ltd (BCC), a privately owned Australian metallurgical coal company. 

 

All mining operations within the BNCOP area are conducted in accordance with the Queensland 

Environmental Authority (EA) EPML00223213 and the approval. 

 

This second Annual Compliance Report has been prepared to satisfy Condition 12 of the approval. 

The report has been prepared in accordance with the Commonwealth Department of Environment 

(DoE) (now Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water) (the Department) 

Annual Compliance Report Guidelines (DoE, 2014). The reporting period for this compliance report is 

5 March 2022 to 5 March 2023. 
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Figure 1: Site Location 
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1.1 Description of Activities 
 

• EPBC Number: EPBC 2013/7036 (Appendix 1) 

• Project Name: Baralaba North Continued Operations Project 

• Approval Holder: Wonbindi Coal Pty Ltd 

• ABN: 61 114 668 941 

• The Approved Action: To construct and operate an open-cut mine extension 150km west of 

Rockhampton, Queensland 

• Location of the Project: 115km south-west of Rockhampton, within the Central Highlands 

Regional Council LGA 

• Person Accepting Responsibility for the Report: Outlined in Section 1.2 – Signed declaration 

• Dates for the Reporting Period of the Report: 5 March 2022 to 5 March 2023 

• Date of Preparation of the Report: 12 May 2023 

 

1.2 Declaration of Accuracy 
 

In making this declaration, I am aware that sections 490 and 491 of the Environment Protection and 

Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) make it an offence in certain circumstances to 

knowingly provide false or misleading information or documents. The offence is punishable on 

conviction by imprisonment or a fine, or both. I declare that all the information and documentation 

supporting this compliance report is true and correct in every particular. I am authorised to bind the 

approval holder to this declaration and that I have no knowledge that authorisation being revoked at 

the time of making this declaration. 

 

Signature of authorised reporting officer:  

Full name of authorised reporting officer: Brooke Topp 

Position of reporting officer: Senior Environmental and Community Advisor 

Organisation Name: Wonbindi Coal Pty Ltd 

Organisation ABN: 62 114 668 941 

Date: 5 June 2023 
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2.0 Methods 
 

As noted above, this compliance report has been prepared in accordance with the Annual 

Compliance Report Guidelines (DoE, 2014) and included a desktop and site assessment. 

 

2.1 Desktop Assessment 
 

A review of the following documents was undertaken to support this compliance report: 

• EPBC Approval: Baralaba North Coal Mine Continued Operations, Baralaba, Queensland 

(EPBC 2013/7036); 

• Cockatoo Coal Limited. Baralaba North Continued Operations Project Matters of NES 

Management Plan, ECOSM, May 2015; 

• Cockatoo Coal Ltd: Offset Delivery Plan Baralaba North Continued Operations Project 

(BNCOP) EPBC Approval 2013/7036, Version 20151874C1, Earthtrade Specialists, 22 May 

2015; and 

• All historical correspondence and supporting information related to the submission of the 

approval. 

 

2.2 Site Assessment 
 

Verification of site conditions consisted of a site inspection of the BNCOP area on 11 May 2023. 

 

2.3 Audit Criteria 
 

In accordance with Section 3.7 of the Annual Compliance Report Guidelines (DoE, 2014) the 

designations outlined in Table 1 were used to record the findings of this compliance report. 

 

Table 1: Designation of Findings 

Criteria Classification Description 

C Compliant 

NC Not Compliant 

NA Not Applicalbe 

 

Designations applied are based on the evidence at the time of the inspection or in documentation 

prior to, or subsequent to, the inspection. All relevant evidence, observations and, where required, 

additional management measures are provided in the following subsections.
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2.4 EPBC Approval Compliance Investigation 
 

EPBC 
Approval 
Condition 

Condition Compliance 
Designation 

Evidence/Comments 

1 The Minister may determine that a plan, strategy 
or program approved by the Queensland 
Government satisfies a plan, strategy or program 
under these conditions. 

NA  

2 For the purposes of the action, the approval 
holder must not take any action outside the 
Baralaba North Continued Operations Project 
(BNCOP) Action Area or inside the Area of 
Exclusion of Mining Activities 

C For the reporting period, approximately 3 ha of clearance works were 
undertaken for a new blast compound and exploration activities within the 
BNCOP area. No broadscale clearing or mining activities have commenced 
during the reporting period. 
 
The site inspection confirmed that no action outside the BNCOP clearing limits 
had taken place. 

3 To protect the EPBC Act listed threatened species 
and communities within the project area, the 
whole project maximum disturbance limits (in 
Table 1) apply to the project. The approval holder 
must not exceed these maximum disturbance 
limits. 

C As verified by the inspection, cumulatively, approximately 3.7 ha of minor 
clearance works for a powerline corridor, groundwater bore, blast compound 
and exploration have been undertaken within the BNCOP area. No broadscale 
clearing or mining activities have commenced during the reporting period. 
 
The site inspection verified that no disturbance within the BNCOP area had 
occurred to Brigalow (Acacia Harpophylla dominant and co-dominant), 
Coolibah-Black Box Woodlands of the Darling Riverine Plains and the Brigalow 
Belt South Bioregion, Squatter pigeon (southern) (Geophaps scripta scripta), 
Ornamental Snake (Denisonia maculata), Southern-eastern long-eared bat 
(nyctophilus carbeni) or Koala (Pharacolarctos cinereus) during the reporting 
period. 
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EPBC 
Approval 
Condition 

Condition Compliance 
Designation 

Evidence/Comments 

4 The approval holder must prepare and submit, for 
the Minister’s written approval, a Matter of 
National Environmental Significance Management 
Plan (MNESP) 

C On the 6th of May 2015, Cockatoo Coal Limited submitted the Baralaba North 
Continued Operations Project Matters of National Environmental Significance 
Management Plan, Version 15006_Rpt01c, 5 May 2015 (BNCOP MNES Plan) 
for approval. 
 
The Plan was reviewed by officers of the Department and was found to meet 
the requirements of Condition 4 of the approval. Subsequently, the approval 
holder received written approval by a delegate of the Minister on the 11th of 
May 2015.  
 
The BNCOP MNES Management Plan forms part of the site Environmental 
Management System and is implemented by the Baralaba Coal Environmental 
Department. 

5 The approval holder must provide environmental 
offsets for authorised unavoidable impacts to 
Brigalow (Acacia harpophylla dominant and co-
dominant), Ornamental Snake (Denisonia 
maculate), Squatter Pigeon (Southern) (Geophaps 
scripta scripta) and South-eastern Long-eared Bat 
(Nyctophilus corbeni). The approval holder must 
ensure that environmental offsets comply with 
the principles of the EPBC Act Environmental 
Offsets Policy. 

C The Cockatoo Coal Ltd: Offset Delivery Plan Baralaba Coal North Continued 
Operations Project (BNCOP) EPBC Approval 2013/7036, Version 20151874C1, 
22 May 2015 was reviewed as part of this compliance report and was 
identified to be developed in accordance with the principles of the EPBC Act 
Environmental Offsets Policy. 
 
The BNCOP offsets were secured on two properties both located within the 
Brigalow Belt South Bioregion, as both properties experienced similar habitat 
and climatic conditions when compared with the BNCOP area. 
 
The first property, on which 400ha of the EPBC offset is located, is 65km to 
the south-west of the BNCOP. The real property description is Lot 9 BH194 
(“Zamia Creek”) and is owned by the Woorabinda Aboriginal Council. Zamia 
Creek is managed for 100% of the offset obligations for Brigalow (Acacia 
harpophylla dominant and co-dominant), Ornamental Snake (Denisonia 
malucata) and Squatter Pigeon (Southern) (Geophaps scripta scripta). 
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EPBC 
Approval 
Condition 

Condition Compliance 
Designation 

Evidence/Comments 

The second property is owned by BCC on Lot 22 AU37 known as “Tin Hut 
Creek”. Tin Hut Creek is 720ha in area and contains an offset area of 420ha 
managed for the South-eastern long-eared bat. 

6 The approval holder must prepare and submit an 
Offset Management Plan for the written approval 
of the Minister. 

C Correspondence between the approval holder and the Department identified 
that the Cockatoo Coal Ltd: Offset Delivery Plan Baralaba Coal North 
Continued Operations Project (BNCOP) EPBC Approval 2013/7036, Version 
20151874C1, 22 May 2015 (Offset Management Plan) was received by the 
Department on the 3rd of June 2015. 
 
The plan was reviewed by officers of the Department and was found to meet 
the requirements of Condition 5 and 6 of the approval. Subsequently, the 
approval holder received written approval by a delegate of the Minister on 
the 26th of June 2015. 
 
The Offset Management Plan forms part of the site Environmental 
Management System and is implemented by the Baralaba Coal Environmental 
Department. 

7 The approval holder must register and legally 
secure, in accordance with Queensland 
legislation, offsets for authorised unavoidable 
impacts within two (2) years of the 
commencement of the action. 

C The offset lands, Tin Hut Creek and Zamia Creek, as described above, were 
legally secured via a Voluntary Declaration under the Vegetation 
Management Act 1999 (VMA) by the approval holder, 7 years prior to the 
commencement of the controlled action, on 10 September 2015 and 2 
November 2011 respectively (refer to Appendix 2). 
 
The Chief Executive of the Queensland Department of Natural Resources and 
Mines (now Department of Resources, DoR) declared the Tin Hut Creek offset 
area in Declared Area Map (DAM 2015/004812) as an area of high nature 
conservation value in accordance with section 19F of the VMA. The offset 
area is shown as Category A on a Property Map of Assessable Vegetation 
(PMAV) (PMAV 2015/005329) and is subject to management provisions of the 
Offset Management Plan. 
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EPBC 
Approval 
Condition 

Condition Compliance 
Designation 

Evidence/Comments 

 
The Chief Executive of the DoR declared the “Zamia Creek” offset area in 
Declared Area Map (DAM 2015/004812) as an area of high nature 
conservation value/vulnerable to land degradation in accordance with s19F of 
the VMA. The chief executive considered the declared area to meet criteria 
s19(G) of the VMA as an area containing vegetation clump or corridor that 
contributes to the maintenance of biodiversity. The offset area is shown as 
Category A on a PMAV Map (PMAV 2015/004845) and is subject to 
management provisions of the Offset Management Plan. 

8 The approval holder must undertake 
management and monitoring of water resources 
in accordance with the Environmental Authority 
issued for the project under the Environmental 
Protection Act 1994 (Qld). 

C A review of the groundwater monitoring data and related investigations 
identified that management and monitoring for water resources was 
completed in accordance with the EA (EPML00223213) for the reporting 
period. 

9 The approval holder must make available to the 
Minister on request, all plans or programs and 
any reviews of plans or programs required under 
the Environmental Authority issued for the 
project under the Environmental Protection Act 
1994 (Qld), including the Receiving Environment 
Monitoring Program, Erosion and Sediment 
Control Plan, Water Management Plan and 
Groundwater Monitoring and Management 
Program. 

C No request has been received. 

10 Within 20 business days after the 
commencement of the action, the approval 
holder must advise the Department in writing of 
the actual date of commencement. 

C On the 30th of March 2021, the approval holder notified the Department in 
writing of commencement of the BNCOP on the 5th of March 2021. 
 
The Department provided written confirmation on the 6th of April 2021 that 
this notification was made in accordance with Condition 10 of the approval. 
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EPBC 
Approval 
Condition 

Condition Compliance 
Designation 

Evidence/Comments 

11 The approval holder must maintain accurate 
records substantiating all activities associated 
with or relevant to the conditions of approval, 
including measures taken to implement the 
management plans, reports or strategies required 
by this approval, and make them available upon 
request to the Department. Such records may be 
subject to audit by the Department or an 
independent auditor in accordance with section 
458 of the EPBC Act or used to verify compliance 
with the conditions of approval. Summaries of 
audits will be posted on the Department’s 
website. The results of audits may also be 
publicised through the general media. 

C It has been verified, through the development of this report, that accurate 
records are maintained substantiating all activities associated with or relevant 
to the conditions of approval, including measures taken to implement the 
management plans, monitoring records and reviews. 
 
On request from the Department, these records can be made available. 

12 Within three months of every 12 month 
anniversary of the commencement of the action, 
the approval holder must publish a report on its 
website addressing compliance with the 
conditions of this approval over the previous 12 
months, including the implementation of any 
management plans or programs as specified in 
these conditions. Documentary evidence 
providing proof of the date of publication must be 
provided to the Department at the same time as 
the compliance report is published. The 
compliance reports must remain on the website 
for the period this approval has effect. 

C The last compliance report was published and submitted on 31 May 2022, 
prior to the 5 June 2022 due date. 
 
This compliance report will also be published and submitted before 5 June 
2023. 

13 The approval holder must notify the Department 
in writing of potential non-compliance with any 
condition of this approval as soon as practical and 

C Within the reporting period, no contraventions of the conditions of the 
approval have occurred. 
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EPBC 
Approval 
Condition 

Condition Compliance 
Designation 

Evidence/Comments 

within no later than ten (10) business days of 
becoming aware of the potential non-compliance. 

14 Upon the direction of the Minister, the approval 
holder must ensure that an independent audit of 
compliance with the conditions of approval is 
conducted and a report submitted to the 
Minister. The independent auditor must be 
approved by the Minister prior to the 
commencement of the audit. Audit criteria must 
be agreed to by the Minister and the audit report 
must address the criteria to the satisfaction of the 
Minister. 

C An independent audit of compliance was not requested by the Minister during 
the reporting period. 

15 If the approval holder wishes to carry out any 
activity other than in accordance with the 
management plan as specified in conditions 4 and 
6, the approval holder must submit to the 
Department for the Minister’s written approval a 
revised version of that management plan. The 
approval holder must not commence the varied 
activity until the Minister has approved the varied 
management plan. The Minister will not approve 
a varied management plan unless the revised 
management plan would result in an equivalent 
or improved environmental outcome over time. If 
the Minister approves the revised management 
plan, that management plan must be 
implemented in place of the management plan 
originally approved. 

C The activities have been undertaken in accordance with the existing 
management plans specified in the conditions of the approval. 



 

15 
 

EPBC 
Approval 
Condition 

Condition Compliance 
Designation 

Evidence/Comments 

16 If, at any time after five (5) years from the date of 
this approval, the approval holder has not 
commenced the action, then the approval holder 
must not commence the action without the 
written agreement of the Minister. 

C The approval is dated 22 December 2014. On the 24th of July 2020 and 25th of 
August 2020, the approval holder requested written agreement to commence 
the action more than five years after it was approved. 
 
A delegate of the Minister reviewed the request and, on the 7th of September 
2020, approved commencement of the action no later than 31 March 2021. 
On the 30th of March 2021 the approval holder notified the Department in 
writing of the commencement of the BNCOP on 5 March 2021. 

17 Unless otherwise agreed to in writing by the 
Minister, the approval holder must publish all 
management plans or programs referred to in 
these conditions of approval on its website. Each 
management plan must be published on the 
website within 1 month of being approved and 
remain available on that website for the life of 
the approval. 

C The Baralaba Coal Company website: 
https://www.baralabacoal.com.au/reports/ 
 
The approved BNCOP MNES Plan and Offset Delivery Plan are currently 
published on the website. Any future revisions of these plans will also be 
published on the website. 
 
The compliance report will also be published on the website. 

 

https://www.baralabacoal.com.au/reports/
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3.0 Conclusion 
 

A desktop review and site inspection of the BNCOP area concluded that: 

• BCC are compliant with the conditions of Approval 2013/7036; 

• No new risks have become apparent during the reporting period; and 

• BCC continue to operate in accordance with the BNCOP MNES Plan and Offset Delivery Plan. 
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Appendix 1: EPBC Approval 2013/7036 
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Appendix 2: Offset Voluntary Declaration 








